Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit No. 32
Aiken, SC
Return Service Requested

Newsletter

Harry E. Shealy, President
Charlie Fliflet, Vice President
Paul Ridout, Treasurer
Rosamond McDuffie, Corresponding Secretary
Deedee Vaughters, Recording Secretary

Winter 2007

PRESIDENT’S LETTER

Vivian Bunce					
O. Dantzler Busbee
Eddie Butler
Dan Connelly
Mary Guynn
Todd Hass
Lisa Hosang
Chuck Maxwell
David Mottel
Elizabeth Paterniti
John Pickett
Phil Richardson
David Scott
Bill Soucy
Bennett Tucker
Jason Whintger

Dear Friends of Conservation:
I am writing to you to ask for your continued support for
land conservation in Aiken County. Thanks to your help, and
the hard work of the dedicated ACOLT board during the past
year, we have had some wonderful successes. But almost
everything that the Aiken County Open Land Trust does
costs money, from closing costs for conservation easements
to administrative costs, to land stewardship and oversight for
properties we already hold.

Dacre Stoker, Executive Director
Lee Dane, Honorary Trustee
Iris Freemen, Honorary Trustee

ACOLT PROPERTIES
Lands Preserved in 2006 and 2007
Lands Owned by ACOLT (284.57 Acres)		

Lands Protected by ACOLT(845.62 Acres)

Alibi Farm
147 Acres
Foxchase
2.0 Acres
		
Garvin Trust
1.25 Acres
		
Parkman Reserve
100 Acres
		
Parkman Reserve
100 Acres
		
Raiford Three Runs Farm 22.32 Acres
		
Winthrop Polo Field
12 Acres
		
		

Alibi/Basher Farm
91 Acres
Bella Vista Preserve
65 Acres
Blackmon Gopher Tortoise Preserve 130 Acres
Carolina Bay Nature Reserve
24 Acres
Grey Fox Farm Preserve
21.32 Acres
Jantzen-Pickett Preserve
2 Acres
Lyman Preserve
100 Acres
McClary Reserve
15 Acres
This easement, in Greenville, S.C., was
transferred to the Upper Savannah River Trust
Power Preserve
21 Acres
Talatha Gardens Subdivision
18.3 Acres
Thomas Reserve 330 Acres in Barnwell County
Waters Tract
38 Acres

1) Since October, 2006, the South Carolina Conservation Bank has granted $1,700,000 to ACOLT to
purchase three tracts of land. All have been acquired in
partnership with Aiken County and the S.C. Department of
Natural Resources. The addition to the Aiken Gopher Tortoise Heritage Preserve, highlighted in the fall newsletter, the
Langley Pond Park, and the ORA Park will all be available
for public use. Added to land otherwise saved, ACOLT’s
partnerships have resulted in more than 2,200 new acres
dedicated to public use.		
2) We currently have seven conservation easements
scheduled to be concluded before the end of this
calendar year. The sites to be eased are all over Aiken
County. Since they are still in progress, I can’t give you the
details at this time, but soon we will announce each of the
new properties coming under easement.

Mission:
The mission of the Aiken County Open Land Trust
is to preserve open land for the benefit and enjoyment
of the public, to preserve the character of Aiken County,
including its agricultural and forest lands, lands of
historic value, fragile ecological sites, and visual amenities, to foster the establishment of sound conservation
practices and encourage land use planning beneficial to
the County, and to engage in and encourage the community to engage in the scientific study of plants, animals,
birds and other wildlife.

While this has been
a good year, there is so
much more to be done.
Each acre of our precious
natural heritage must be
preserved one piece of
land at a time. We can
only do this with your
kind and generous support and help.
If you have any
questions, please contact
me at my home, (803)
648-2040, or at hshealy@
atlantic.net. Regular
Harry E. Shealy, Jr.
mail works, too! I look
President, ACOLT
forward to hearing from
you, and thanks in advance for your support.
Sincerely,
Harry E. Shealy, Jr.,
President, ACOLT
PS. If you would like to volunteer to help us, we have
many opportunities!!!

Membership matters

This is the November 2007 newsletter entry on matters
pertaining to membership and members of the ACOLT community. Your correspondent is John Pickett, i.e.; “keeper” of
the membership spreadsheets and mailing lists. My e-mail
address is (pickett_jantzen@ddminc.net, underscore between
pickett _ jantzen). If there are any corrections, additions, or
suggestions, they can be submitted to me.
In this issue of the newsletter, I’d like to welcome 33
families and 4 businesses who attended the polo informational seminar in September. We are providing the persons who
Continued on Pg. 3
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Three votes of confidence...three grants to acolt for
the south carolina conservation bank
Before the South Carolina Conservation Bank, there
was the SC Legacy Trust Fund. A Legacy Trust grant of
$50,000 helped ACOLT purchase the Carolina Bay Nature
Reserve. But the Legacy Trust required a vote of the General Assembly for funding every year. When budgets got
tight, that funding disappeared, in spite of the fact that for
each $2 million in available money, more than $11 million
in conservation requests poured in.

ACOLT has made three applications, all partnered
with Aiken County and/or the South Carolina Department
of Natural Resources. All three have been funded by the
Conservation Bank, for a total of $1,700,000 promised
or in hand. The Blackmon Gopher Tortoise Preserve,
highlighted in the Fall, 2007 newsletter, protects at least
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Flash! Senate Finance Committee Gives
Unanimous Approval to Permanently
Expanded Conservation Tax Credits
In the last newsletter, ACOLT outlined the
two-year expansion of the Conservation Tax
Incentives Act for donations of conservation
easements that had been authorized by Congress
in 2006. Recently, the Senate Finance Committee voted out Senate Bill 469 by unanimous
vote. This bill would make those expanded tax
incentives permanent. The bill still must come
to the floor of the Senate, and of course be voted
on by the House as well. More than 100 sponsors back the bill in the House, where it is labeled
h.R.1576.

After two years of strong efforts by the conservation
community, the South Carolina Conservation Bank Act
was signed into law by the governor. This act provided a
sure source of funding for purchase of either fee simple
ownerships or conservation easements of special lands.
Funding is provided by a portion of the real estate documentary stamps. Going to the Conservation Bank was in
initial $0.25 per transaction, which recently increased to
a full dollar per transfer. There have been efforts since
its 2002 enactment to reduce or remove funding from the
Conservation Bank, but this year, Governor Sanford considered the Bank so important that he found an extra $10
million to fund the preservation of open space.
Since its inception, the Conservation Bank has been
able to support 106 “best projects” over the past four
years with its available $70 million, although it has had
requests for nearly twice as much in funding. Criteria for
grant awards include that: land must be open to the public,
land must contain an exceptional ecosystem that supports
fragile and endangered species, or contain exceptional opportunities for outdoor recreation. Applications must be
made in the name of public-private partnerships as well.

Winter 2007

Certainly here in Aiken County, conservation
incentives have resulted in a dozen easements
completed or in the works. Please write your
senator and congressman and urge them to cosponsor the “Habitat and Land Conservation Act
of 2007”.

So far, of the South Carolina delegation, only
Jim Clyburn has signed on to sponsor the incentives. Senator Lindsey Graham has been a good
friend to conservation in the past, and merits special attention. Senator Jim DeMint may need to
realize that the previous, two-year bill has helped
his constituents preserve open space for all time.

Gopher Tortoise Habitat
one (the gopher tortoise) and probably other endangered
species. Both Langley Pond and ORA offer exceptional
recreational opportunities. Both of these projects will be
featured in later newsletters. None of the three projects
would have been possible without the aid of the SC Conservation Bank, which in its turn comments that “it is very
pleased to work with the Aiken County Open Land Trust
and other conservation organizations to help improve the
quality of life, not only for the Aiken area, but to keep the
whole of South Carolina a special place”.

ACOLT is grateful to the thoughtful donors of memorials received for the
following: Michael and Sally Anaclerio for M. Hosang, and Lee and Roger
Dane, for George Durban and James Derrick. These memorials help keep
memories green. And they foster our work in Aiken County. Thank you

Grey Fox
Farm
Preserve
(Right)

Bella Vista
Farm Preserve
(Left)
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ACOLT Provides Volunteer tent at September’s Triple Crown of Polo series at New bridge Polo and
Country Club

Winter 2007
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Stewardship: Alibi farm
tions of the remaining 130 acres by building 8 houses.
The configuration of the eased land has changed over the
years as the needs of subsequent owners changed, but
in each amendment of the easement document, ACOLT
improved both the quantity and quality of land protected.
Now, with a final amendment that will never again
be altered, there are 4 lots at the west end, and the
remainder of the privately owned Alibi Farm, a total of
91 acres, stands permanently protected. At its heart is a
wide meadow, ringed by woods. A small pond lies at the
eastern end of the property, sited below the only buildings
other than barns that will ever be allowed on the farm.
David Basher, current owner of Alibi, has given up the
right to develop three additional lots. And ACOLT now
owns 147 acres outright.

Alibi Farm View
ACOLT volunteer tent (in the background) at the Triple Crown of Polo. Seated on the bleachers are student athlete volunteers from USCA, taking a break from parking duties.

As a result of a sponsorship donation by the
Brigadoon Equestrian Development, ACOLT was able
to provide some shade and comfort to the vital volunteers, who kept everything running smoothly during
September’s series of high goal polo tournament, held
at New Bridge Polo and Country Club. USC Aiken

student athletes and other volunteers assisted with the
parking and gave directions to spectators throughout
each day. Chick-Fil-A and the Triple Crown of Polo
organizers provided the food and beverages that kept
everyone hydrated and energetic during the games.

Security Federal Banks Sponsors
Continued from Pg. 5

short presentation explaining the significance of open
space preservation in Aiken’s Historic Horse District
and the role that the Winthrop Field plays in providing training and recreation space for equestrians in
the neighborhood.
ACOLT wishes to thank Tim Simmons for once

again including ACOLT in this event as the featured
charitable organization. Our informational booth set
up in the large tent drew plenty of attention throughout the evening. In addition Tim presented Dr Harry
Shealy, ACOLT President, with a check for $200
towards the upkeep of the Winthrop field.

When Col. Marion Smoak put his Alibi Farm under
conservation easement, he also gave ACOLT 140 acres
outright. He retained the right to subdivide certain sec-

The ACOLT land is predominantly along Shaw’s
Creek, covering a steep bank leading down to the flood
plain, a corduroy road out to the creek itself, and just
enough upland to allow a road along that back land behind the farm. Linking Fox Pond Road with the Shaw’s
Creek property is a deeded leg running east of property
owned by Mark Crist. This access has finally been surveyed and marked. There is still a lot of work to be done
to ready the property for access – decisions about how
the big woods are managed, how to ensure that walkers
stay on the trail across a trackless meadow, trail clearing,
brushing, signage. But at some point in the future, the
road to the Shaw’s Creek back land will be open.

Membership matters
Continued from Pg. 2
donated to ACOLT at the event “complimentary” memberships. Since it is so late in the fiscal/calendar year, we will
maintain them as members and send them the newsletters through 2008. We hope they will continue to update
their ACOLT membership in 2009. Of course, nothing is
preventing any of these new members from sending additional contributions next year. Welcome to:
Sue Beard, David and Sandra Carroll, Nancy P Cerra,
Vincent and Mary Coughlin Jr., Anthony and Cathy
Deprizio Jr., Julia K. Dexter, Charles A. Doremus, Dennis and Sandra Duerksen, Kenneth and Donna Durland,
Kent and Maxine Falb, Steve and Patricia Hale, Dennis

and Janet Harkins, Katherine and Robert Harris, Alan and
Margaret Keeler, Ronald and Karalee Kludzuweit, Glenn
and Jean Knowles, Richard and Linda Leitner, James and
Reka Mosteller, Kathleen McKinnell Murphey, William
and Joan Paschen, Robert and Marcia Pfeifer, Richard
and Sharon Preston, Cynthia Purcell, Johanna Sommer,
Michael and Julia Sullivan, Everett Summerall Jr., William
and Gail Taney, Arch Templeton, Karen Van Trump, Hubert and Dolores Ullman, Francois Verglas, Thomas and
Joyce Walpole, Clark and Barbara Woolley, Alison and
Associates, Laissez Faire- Sotheby’s Realty, The Pertelt
Group, and Wolf Construction Company.
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Laissez Faire Sotheby’s Sponsors
“The Art of Watching Polo”
At the Winthrop Polo Field on Thursday evening,
September 6th, Laissez Faire Sotheby’s International
Realty presented a segment of its Connoisseurs of
Life lecture series, “The Art of Watching Polo,”
featuring Adam Snow and Justin Pimsner.
Adam Snow, at 9 goals, is one of the top professional polo players in the world today. He was a
member of the 2007 Catamount team that captured
the 26-goal C.V. Whitney Cup last winter and was
on both of the winning teams of the 2002 and 2006
U.S. Open Championships. Justin Pimsner began
playing polo at Culver Military Academy and has
played professionally for 15 years. Often on the winning team in local tournament play, Justin also trains
horses to play this rigorous game.
The month of September was full of polo tournaments in Aiken. Explaining the game, Adam and Justin demonstrated different strategies on the field and
shared stories and memorable moments from their
careers. They also explained what to look for while
watching a game, as well as how and why fouls are
called. Members of the audience participated in the
question and answer portion of the program.
Dacre Stoker, Executive Director of ACOLT, explained to the approximately 200 people in the audience the significance of the location of the gathering.
The Winthrop Polo Field was, until its acquisition by
ACOLT, owned by Adam Winthrop, who was Adam
Snow’s godfather. Adam Winthrop was instrumental
in exposing young Adam to the game of polo. In fact
Adam Snow honored his godfather by wearing a pair
of Winthrop’s handed-down polo boots during the
lecture and demonstration.
In addition Stoker explained that the Winthrop
Field is truly a multi purpose field. On any given day
it is used by carriages, dressage riders, dog walk-

ers, event riders, or simply pedestrians out to enjoy
a peaceful location. He did mention that the Aiken
Polo Club is responsible for the management of the
field surface and that ACOLT needs to raise about
five thousand dollars every year to pay for the insurance, electricity for the irrigation system, and upkeep
of the trees around the field.
Laissez Faire Sotheby’s
International Realty generously underwrote the
lecture series so that 100%
of the donations from the
lecture went directly to
benefit the Aiken County
Open Land Trust. The
participants obviously
got the message, as
ACOLT received
donations totaling
$2,500 from forty
participants. Those
will certainly help
ACOLT cover the
field expenses this
year. A special thank
you to Mark and Pam
Thompson, for their
sponsorship, and Cissie
Sullivan and Robin Reilly
for all of their organizational
efforts.

Winter 2007
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Security Federal Bank Sponsors Business After Hours at the Winthrop Polo Field
On October
25th , Security Federal Bank sponsored
the Aiken Chamber
of Commerce’s
Business After
Hours at the Winthrop Polo Field.
This year’s event
was special as it
featured a dressage demonstration
by Aiken’s own
Security Federal Bank Chair, Tim
Shawna Harding
Simmons presents a check to ACOLT
on her horse, Come
President, Harry Shealy.
On III. Dressage is
often compared to figure skating, ballet or gymnastics,
but on horseback. It is not only a method of training the
horse, but also a competitive Olympic sport.
Shawna is a classically trained dressage rider who
spent 8 years in Europe studying with a number
of masters of the sport. Of particular note,
she rode for more than 2 years with the
most successful dressage rider of all
time, six-time Olympic Gold Medalist, Germany’s Dr. Reiner Klimke.
Shawna purchased her horse,
Come On III, while training in Denmark
in 2005. The now 8-year-old, 17.2 h,
gelding continues to demonstrate that he
has the talent, personality and work ethic to
become a formidable international competiShawna Harding demonstrating dressage at
its highest level

tor. Among their most recent titles was the Reserve
Championship at the 2007 United States Equestrian Federation’s National Developing Dressage Horse competition. This event brings together the best 7 to 9 year-olds
in the country to identify the up and coming United
States Equestrian Team horses of the future.
The Chamber’s event was attended by about 250
people. Shawna first presented a short demonstration of
basic dressage movements, which was narrated by her
aunt, Pat Doennig. Then she rode a musical freestyle to
an upbeat rock and roll medley and delighted the crowd
with intricate maneuvers choreographed to the music.
Dacre Stoker, ACOLT Executive Director, made a
Continued on Pg. 6
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ACOLT Provides Volunteer tent at September’s Triple Crown of Polo series at New bridge Polo and
Country Club
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Stewardship: Alibi farm
tions of the remaining 130 acres by building 8 houses.
The configuration of the eased land has changed over the
years as the needs of subsequent owners changed, but
in each amendment of the easement document, ACOLT
improved both the quantity and quality of land protected.
Now, with a final amendment that will never again
be altered, there are 4 lots at the west end, and the
remainder of the privately owned Alibi Farm, a total of
91 acres, stands permanently protected. At its heart is a
wide meadow, ringed by woods. A small pond lies at the
eastern end of the property, sited below the only buildings
other than barns that will ever be allowed on the farm.
David Basher, current owner of Alibi, has given up the
right to develop three additional lots. And ACOLT now
owns 147 acres outright.

Alibi Farm View
ACOLT volunteer tent (in the background) at the Triple Crown of Polo. Seated on the bleachers are student athlete volunteers from USCA, taking a break from parking duties.

As a result of a sponsorship donation by the
Brigadoon Equestrian Development, ACOLT was able
to provide some shade and comfort to the vital volunteers, who kept everything running smoothly during
September’s series of high goal polo tournament, held
at New Bridge Polo and Country Club. USC Aiken

student athletes and other volunteers assisted with the
parking and gave directions to spectators throughout
each day. Chick-Fil-A and the Triple Crown of Polo
organizers provided the food and beverages that kept
everyone hydrated and energetic during the games.

Security Federal Banks Sponsors
Continued from Pg. 5
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space preservation in Aiken’s Historic Horse District
and the role that the Winthrop Field plays in providing training and recreation space for equestrians in
the neighborhood.
ACOLT wishes to thank Tim Simmons for once

again including ACOLT in this event as the featured
charitable organization. Our informational booth set
up in the large tent drew plenty of attention throughout the evening. In addition Tim presented Dr Harry
Shealy, ACOLT President, with a check for $200
towards the upkeep of the Winthrop field.

When Col. Marion Smoak put his Alibi Farm under
conservation easement, he also gave ACOLT 140 acres
outright. He retained the right to subdivide certain sec-

The ACOLT land is predominantly along Shaw’s
Creek, covering a steep bank leading down to the flood
plain, a corduroy road out to the creek itself, and just
enough upland to allow a road along that back land behind the farm. Linking Fox Pond Road with the Shaw’s
Creek property is a deeded leg running east of property
owned by Mark Crist. This access has finally been surveyed and marked. There is still a lot of work to be done
to ready the property for access – decisions about how
the big woods are managed, how to ensure that walkers
stay on the trail across a trackless meadow, trail clearing,
brushing, signage. But at some point in the future, the
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Three votes of confidence...three grants to acolt for
the south carolina conservation bank
Before the South Carolina Conservation Bank, there
was the SC Legacy Trust Fund. A Legacy Trust grant of
$50,000 helped ACOLT purchase the Carolina Bay Nature
Reserve. But the Legacy Trust required a vote of the General Assembly for funding every year. When budgets got
tight, that funding disappeared, in spite of the fact that for
each $2 million in available money, more than $11 million
in conservation requests poured in.

ACOLT has made three applications, all partnered
with Aiken County and/or the South Carolina Department
of Natural Resources. All three have been funded by the
Conservation Bank, for a total of $1,700,000 promised
or in hand. The Blackmon Gopher Tortoise Preserve,
highlighted in the Fall, 2007 newsletter, protects at least
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two-year expansion of the Conservation Tax
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vote. This bill would make those expanded tax
incentives permanent. The bill still must come
to the floor of the Senate, and of course be voted
on by the House as well. More than 100 sponsors back the bill in the House, where it is labeled
h.R.1576.

After two years of strong efforts by the conservation
community, the South Carolina Conservation Bank Act
was signed into law by the governor. This act provided a
sure source of funding for purchase of either fee simple
ownerships or conservation easements of special lands.
Funding is provided by a portion of the real estate documentary stamps. Going to the Conservation Bank was in
initial $0.25 per transaction, which recently increased to
a full dollar per transfer. There have been efforts since
its 2002 enactment to reduce or remove funding from the
Conservation Bank, but this year, Governor Sanford considered the Bank so important that he found an extra $10
million to fund the preservation of open space.
Since its inception, the Conservation Bank has been
able to support 106 “best projects” over the past four
years with its available $70 million, although it has had
requests for nearly twice as much in funding. Criteria for
grant awards include that: land must be open to the public,
land must contain an exceptional ecosystem that supports
fragile and endangered species, or contain exceptional opportunities for outdoor recreation. Applications must be
made in the name of public-private partnerships as well.
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Certainly here in Aiken County, conservation
incentives have resulted in a dozen easements
completed or in the works. Please write your
senator and congressman and urge them to cosponsor the “Habitat and Land Conservation Act
of 2007”.

So far, of the South Carolina delegation, only
Jim Clyburn has signed on to sponsor the incentives. Senator Lindsey Graham has been a good
friend to conservation in the past, and merits special attention. Senator Jim DeMint may need to
realize that the previous, two-year bill has helped
his constituents preserve open space for all time.
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quality of life, not only for the Aiken area, but to keep the
whole of South Carolina a special place”.
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properties we already hold.

Dacre Stoker, Executive Director
Lee Dane, Honorary Trustee
Iris Freemen, Honorary Trustee

ACOLT PROPERTIES
Lands Preserved in 2006 and 2007

Lands Owned by ACOLT (284.57 Acres)		

Lands Protected by ACOLT(845.62 Acres)

Alibi Farm
147 Acres
Foxchase
2.0 Acres
		
Garvin Trust
1.25 Acres
		
Parkman Reserve
100 Acres
		
Parkman Reserve
100 Acres
		
Raiford Three Runs Farm 22.32 Acres
		
Winthrop Polo Field
12 Acres
		
		

Alibi/Basher Farm
91 Acres
Bella Vista Preserve
65 Acres
Blackmon Gopher Tortoise Preserve 130 Acres
Carolina Bay Nature Reserve
24 Acres
Grey Fox Farm Preserve
21.32 Acres
Jantzen-Pickett Preserve
2 Acres
Lyman Preserve
100 Acres
McClary Reserve
15 Acres
This easement, in Greenville, S.C., was
transferred to the Upper Savannah River Trust
Power Preserve
21 Acres
Talatha Gardens Subdivision
18.3 Acres
Thomas Reserve 330 Acres in Barnwell County
Waters Tract
38 Acres

While this has been
a good year, there is so
much more to be done.
Each acre of our precious
natural heritage must be
preserved one piece of
land at a time. We can
only do this with your
kind and generous support and help.

1) Since October, 2006, the South Carolina Conservation Bank has granted $1,700,000 to ACOLT to
purchase three tracts of land. All have been acquired in
partnership with Aiken County and the S.C. Department of
Natural Resources. The addition to the Aiken Gopher Tortoise Heritage Preserve, highlighted in the fall newsletter, the
Langley Pond Park, and the ORA Park will all be available
for public use. Added to land otherwise saved, ACOLT’s
partnerships have resulted in more than 2,200 new acres
dedicated to public use.		

If you have any
questions, please contact
me at my home, (803)
648-2040, or at hshealy@
atlantic.net. Regular
Harry E. Shealy, Jr.
mail works, too! I look
President, ACOLT
forward to hearing from
you, and thanks in advance for your support.

2) We currently have seven conservation easements
scheduled to be concluded before the end of this
calendar year. The sites to be eased are all over Aiken
County. Since they are still in progress, I can’t give you the
details at this time, but soon we will announce each of the
new properties coming under easement.

Harry E. Shealy, Jr.,
President, ACOLT

Mission:
The mission of the Aiken County Open Land Trust
is to preserve open land for the benefit and enjoyment
of the public, to preserve the character of Aiken County,
including its agricultural and forest lands, lands of
historic value, fragile ecological sites, and visual amenities, to foster the establishment of sound conservation
practices and encourage land use planning beneficial to
the County, and to engage in and encourage the community to engage in the scientific study of plants, animals,
birds and other wildlife.

Sincerely,

PS. If you would like to volunteer to help us, we have
many opportunities!!!

Membership matters

This is the November 2007 newsletter entry on matters
pertaining to membership and members of the ACOLT community. Your correspondent is John Pickett, i.e.; “keeper” of
the membership spreadsheets and mailing lists. My e-mail
address is (pickett_jantzen@ddminc.net, underscore between
pickett _ jantzen). If there are any corrections, additions, or
suggestions, they can be submitted to me.
In this issue of the newsletter, I’d like to welcome 33
families and 4 businesses who attended the polo informational seminar in September. We are providing the persons who
Continued on Pg. 3

