
In July of this year the City of Aiken 
unveiled its newest addition to Aiken’s 
Citywide Arboretum…the Aiken 
Arboretum Trial.  The “trailhead” begins 
at the Aiken County Library where you 
can pick up a brochure for the trail 
which runs east on Colleton Avenue from 
Chesterfield Street to Charleston Street 
and back,  a distance of about two miles of 
flat terrain.  There are over one hundred 
different kinds of trees along the trail.  
An example of each is labeled with a 
common name, a scientific name, and a 
tree number. There is a phone number on 
the tree labels, 803-295-5008, which you 
can call and enter the number of the tree 
and hear a short narrative for each tree.  
You can test the system at home by calling 
the number and entering a number between one and one hundred, but it’s 
more fun to listen and see each tree simultaneously.  For anyone who is 
eager to increase their knowledge of trees, the trail is simply wonderful!

Aiken’s Citywide Arboretum was formally established in 1995 but remains 
a work in progress.  The Citywide Arboretum and the new Arboretum Trail 
are both the result of several factors including the wonderful heritage of 
the city’s 176 parkways which extend over fifteen miles in length.  Our 
unique parkways contribute significantly to the open space needed for 
a diverse collection of trees. These parkways and properties elsewhere 
in Aiken have a diversity of trees and shrubs virtually unequaled in 
municipal landscapes. 

While the open space provides the place for the arboretum, someone usually has to have the vision.  Since 1980, Aiken 
has been home to Woodlanders Nursery, a rare plant mail order nursery with worldwide sources, serving a worldwide 
clientele.  For more than thirty years, Bob McCartney of Woodlanders, Inc. has donated and cared for hundreds and 
hundreds of rare and unusual trees now growing in Aiken.  Most of these are not the standard landscape subjects 
available to other municipalities.  

The Importance of Open Space

ConservationChronicle
Aiken Land Conservancy Newsletter                Fall 2013

The Aiken Arboretum Trail 
Submitted by Harry Shealy and Bob McCartney
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The Aiken Land Conservancy (ALC) is gearing up for a busy fall season! The 
cooler weather brings the perfect opportunity to get out and enjoy the outdoors 
– and mark your calendars for several ALC events that are highlighted in this 
edition of The Conservation Chronicle.

We will launch our Aiken Young Conservationists program on Saturday, Oc-
tober 5 at Winthrop Polo Field from 1:00-4:00 pm (see page 6).  I have been 
very impressed with program founder, Emmie Smith.  She’s been instrumen-
tal in the development of this initiative and I can only imagine what a bright 
future this young lady has ahead of her!  Our entire organization is thankful to 
have her expertise.  We are excited about reaching a whole new demographic 
of conservationists – and through programs like this  – we can educate our 
young people on protecting precious land and the character of Aiken County 
in the future.

Make your plans to join us on Thanksgiving morning for Bloodies and Bagels 
on the lawn of the Aiken County Historical Museum (see page 4).  It’s the 
perfect way to start the holiday weekend for your family and out of town guests.  
Please note that the event runs from 8:30-10:30 am.  We will close promptly at 
10:30 to allow folks plenty of time to get to Hitchcock Woods for the Blessing 
of the Hounds, as there are sure to be festivities celebrating the 100th anniver-
sary of the Aiken Hounds.  As our partners in conservation, we congratulate 
them and celebrate along with them as we give thanks for Aiken’s open spaces.

ALC will also hold a fall clean up day at Winthrop Polo field.  Watch your 
email for an announcement of the date and time.  We invite everyone to join us 
for a few hours in the morning as we tidy up the perimeter, repair fencing, etc.  
Many riders, walkers, dog walkers, etc. use Winthrop Field and it is important 
to keep this jewel of Aiken in tip top shape! 

One of our major goals this year is to increase our membership.  Do you have 
family or friends that are interested in preserving our quality of life in Aiken? 
Please share this newsletter with them and encourage them to join us! The 
more support we have, the more we will be able to accomplish together.

Executive
Director’s
Report
Katie Roth
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Time is Running Out
It’s already the fourth quarter.  That is fourth quarter of 2013, not a football 

game.  But whether you are a football fan or not, time is running out to take 

advantage of this year’s generous extra tax deductions for new conservation 

easements before they expire December 31,, 2013.  And generous they 

are because the current law allows a property owner to deduct up to 50% 

of adjusted gross income for a donated conservation easement.  Also very 

important, this deduction can be taken for up to fifteen years for a high 

value donation.  Landowners who farm, ranch, or grow and harvest timber 

can deduct up to 100% of their adjusted gross income.  On January 1, 

2014, unless extended by Congress, deductions for conservation easements 

donated in 2014 will revert to the old rules, deductions will be limited to 

30% of your gross income and they can only be spread over five years.  

Bottom line, if you have property you want to conserve for the future now is 

the time to do it.  Act now. President’s
Report
Larry Comegys

The Aiken Land Conservancy
Proudly Announces the Return of

Bloodies and Bagels
Thanksgiving Morning
8:30 am - 10:30 am
on the Lawn of the 

Aiken County Historical Museum
Join Us before the 

Aiken Hounds 100th Anniversary Celebration
 of the Blessing of the Hounds



ConversationConservation
With Frank and Catherine Chew

“Both my wife and I grew up in 
beautiful rural areas in Georgia. We 
moved to Atlanta to work in the late 
60’s, watching the city change from 
a quiet friendly town to a sprawling 
metropolis, consuming miles of open 
space and rich farmland.  My wife 
was offered a faculty position at the 
Medical College of Georgia in the 
early 90’s. We jumped at the chance 
to move to a place with green 
space. We then looked for property 
in three counties for two years; she 
wanted horses, and I wanted some 
water feature. When we saw this 
piece of land near Shaw’s Creek, 
complete with a hayfield, pasture, 
woods, a spring–fed pond that never 
stops flowing, and a 1950’s cabin 
overlooking the pond, we instantly knew that we had found our farm. We later 
began to wonder how to preserve our land, then we heard about the Aiken Land 
Conservancy. Now we can relax and continue to help nature improve what will 
always be here.”
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The Aiken Land Conservancy (ALC) is thrilled to announce 
the launch of it’s Aiken Young Conservationist program for 
children ages six to thirteen, happening Saturday, October 
5, 2013, from 1:00-4:00 pm on Winthrop Polo Field in 
downtown Aiken. 

Developed and designed by Emmie Smith with help and 
guidance from her father, ALC Board Member, Steen Smith, 
this program has been created to encourage children to 
learn through their own participation about the many unique 
natural and historic features of Aiken County.  Modeled after 
Junior Ranger programs currently offered in our National 
Parks, the Aiken Young Conservationist program hopes to 
help the young people of Aiken to become engaged with 
their community by learning about the area we live in, by 
volunteering their time on community projects, and by 
completing challenges that are fun and enhance their overall 
knowledge and skills. 

Program participants will complete a workbook filled with 
fun and educational challenges such as ecology bingo, bird 
word scramble, an Aiken history crossword puzzle, and 
poetry challenge among many others.  They will also have the 
opportunity to join with their family and visit special places 
such as the Carolina Bay and Hitchcock Woods.  Depending 
on the age of the participant, the number of activities 
required to be completed will vary.  Those successfully 
completing the program will earn an Aiken Young 
Conservationist badge and achieve recognition from the ALC.

All are invited to attend the launch on October 5 when we 
will give parents and children the opportunity to learn more 
about the program while enjoying time in the outdoors!  
Workbooks will be available for pick up, plus there will be 
fun activities and ice cream.  Join us in helping to educate 
our children so they can be enthusiastic and informed 
stewards of Aiken County’s environmental, historical, and 
recreational legacy for generations to come.

ALC would like to thank our generous sponsors for their 
support of this project:  Bridgestone, Security Federal Bank, Aiken Saddlery and Supply, Aiken Regional Medical 
Center, Birds and Butterflies, Lista’s Studio of Photography, and Savannah River Nuclear Solutions, LLC.

Aiken Young Conservationists 
Program Launch
Join us on October 5 at Winthrop Polo Field
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like us on

803.226.0100.  
www.aikendrygoods.com

ALC Thanks our 
Newest Business Sponsor - Aiken Dry Goods 
Aiken Land Conservancy (ALC)  would like to thank our new business sponsor, Aiken Dry Goods in beautiful, 
downtown Aiken.  And, we are happy to report they are expanding! Aiken Dry Goods Home & Farm will open its 
doors on October 1.  The new store, located at 110 Laurens St. SW, will specialize is rustic home furnishings and 
accessories.   Visit them and mention you are a member of the Aiken Land Conservancy to receive a Home & Farm 
bag.  For more information, call (803) 226-0100 or www.aikendrygoods.com.

Winthrop Clean-up Day
Join us on Saturday, November 9th from 9:00 – Noon

As we work to tidy up Winthrop Polo Field.

Let us keep this historic Aiken jewel looking beautiful for all who use her!
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The diverse collection of trees that are found in Aiken’s 
municipal landscape includes what may be the best 
collection of oaks in the U.S.  Oak species from around 
the world are represented.  Various other trees, including 
many very rare kinds, are growing in public and private 
grounds throughout the city and this comprises the Citywide 
Arboretum.  Elsewhere, arboreta usually occupy a specific 
designated parcel of land.  Aiken’s Citywide Arboretum 
encompasses all properties, public and private, within a four 
mile radius of downtown Aiken.  This includes the native 
flora growing in the 2,100 acre Hitchcock Woods Preserve.  
While a few special trees are hidden away on private 
properties, most of the collection can be readily viewed and 
enjoyed by residents and visitors alike.

We hope you will explore Aiken’s Citywide 
Arboretum, appreciate our diversity of trees, and enjoy 
the serene beauty of our city’s legacy of open spaces.  The 
Colleton Avenue Tree Trail is an excellent introduction to the 
Citywide Arboretum but provides only a small sample of this 
lesser known Aiken treasure.
  

The Aiken Arboretum Trail and the Aiken Citywide 
Arboretum continued...



In partnership with the Aiken Land Conservancy, the 
Greater Aiken Integrated Trails Foundation (GAIT) is 
working to establish a three-mile loop system at beautiful 
Langley Pond, exposing visitors to panoramic views of the 
lake and intimate vignettes of the surrounding forested 
area. This trail will be available free of charge daily to 
hikers, runners, dog walkers, and equestrians. A kiosk 
at the entrance will orient visitors to the experience, and 
provide trail usage guidelines. Signage along the trail 
will provide interpretive information on the history of the 
Horse Creek Valley, as well as on the flora, fauna, and 
other natural resources of the lake environs. The loop trail 
crosses properties of two GAIT partners: Aiken County 
and Aiken Land Conservancy.

The Langley Loop Trail will be an added amenity to the 
Langley Pond Park, which is immediately adjacent to 
Highway 1, midway between Aiken and Augusta. Langley 
Pond Park is an impoundment of the 24-mile long Horse 
Creek. Previously known as Horse Creek Pond, the pond 
was renamed Langley Pond for William Langley, a New 
York financier and manufacturer who built a dam to 
expand the pond in 1870 to support cotton and textile 
mills in the Horse Creek Valley. 

This park is the fastest growing rowing venue in the 
southeast. It is the only Olympic size course in South 
Carolina. Just a few inches short of being a lake, it is the 
world’s largest pond, at 285 acres. The park is complete with a bathhouse, playground, covered picnic area, grills, boat 
ramp, special events area, swim area, and dock.

Planning is currently underway for the Langley Loop Trail. Maps have been assembled to assess the scope of work, 
including: Topographic, Site Information, Segment Areas, Loop Trail Identification, and Trail Amenities Locations. 
Additionally, funding has been at the forefront of the planning process, which will be critical to the project’s success. Over 
the past two months, GAIT has focused time and efforts towards grant applications to the State, as well corporate sponsors, 
for funding. Another important element has been the formation of partnerships with other groups who were looking to 
achieve similar goals. Aiken County and GAIT recently entered into a Memorandum of Understanding outlining a private/
public partnership between the entities, which includes a Foundation partnership with the Aiken Land Conservancy.

The GAIT Foundation was formed in October 2011 to focus on the acquisition, development, and operation of a county-wide integrated 
recreation trail system in Aiken County, SC. The trail system will serve the interests of the equine community and provide recreational 
activities for biking, hiking, jogging, and walking enthusiasts, as well as provide stream restoration for small water craft—all in a shared 
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GAIT Foundation:
Langley Loop Trail



BENEFACTOR 
Three Runs Plantation

Mr. and Mrs. David Hathaway

Mr. James F. Capalino and 

   Dr. Carlin B. Vickery

Mr. and Mrs. David Samson

Mrs. Jacqueline L. Ohrstrom

Mr. and Mrs. William F. Henze, II

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Cunningham

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence S. Comegys

Mr. David C. Trachetenberg 

   and Mr. Rick Wilson

Ms. Hollister Houghton

In honor of Mr. and Mrs. W. 

   Bennett Tucker

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence S. Comegys

Ms. Lydia Rose – 

   Aiken Saddlery & Supply

Aiken Spring Classic – 

   Mr. and Mrs. Richard S. Cram

PATRON 
Mr. and Mrs. Scott R. Ferguson

Dr. and Mrs. Harry E. Shealy, Jr.

Ms. Ann L. Jones

Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Johnston

Mr. Charles Maxwell and 

   Mrs. Barbara Nelson

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Gould

Mr. and Mrs. Richard P. McNeil

Mr. and Mrs. Shepard Ellenberg

Mr. and Mrs. Michael B. Wood

Ms. Barbara G. Uskup

Ms. Suzanne Haslup

Mr. and Mrs. Paul T. Rideout

Dr. and Mrs. L. Dieter Voegele

Mrs. Pauline M. Sechel in memory 

   of Mr. Lee A. Sechel

Mr. Robert Gretchen and Ms. Heidi White

Mr. and Mrs. Edward N. Giobbe

SPONSOR 
Ms. Janet L. Wertz

Mr. and Mrs. George D. Hano

Mr. and Mrs. Dan A. Mayfield

Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Steen Smith

Mrs. E. J. Witham

Ms. Judy L. Cunnngham

Mr. and Mrs. Manfred Schach 

   von Wittenau

Ms. Rosamond D. McDuffie

Mr. Wilkins L. Byrd

Ms. Nancy C. Francis

Mr. and Mrs. J. Michael Hosang

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Viele

Mrs. Dorothy C. M. Herbruck

Mr. and Mrs. George F. Wintersteen

Mr. Kirk Henckels and 

   Ms. Fernanda Kellogg

Mrs. Sharon M. Brown

Ms. Carolyn Drake

SUPPORTING 
Mr. and Mrs. James H. Peace

Mr. and Mrs. William Tucker

Mr. Gerald Blackwell

Mr. and Mrs. J. Wilton Shinall

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Rideout

Mr. Tom Francoline and Ms. Lelee Brandt

Ms. Dione Appleton

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel R. Hunley

Mr. and Mrs. Hugh K. Clark

Mr. and Mrs. Ross J. Culligan

Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Pearce

Mr. and Mrs. Pat PaternitiDr. 

Mr. and Mrs. William B. Gutfarb

Mr. and Mrs. Randolph Wolcott

Mr. and Mrs. Roy McLain

Mr. and Mrs. David KingMs.

Mrs. Lucy L. Tower

Ms. Jane Crayton Davis

Hutson-Etherredge Companies

Ms. Katrina H. Becker

Birds and Butterflies of Aiken – 

   Mr. Ron Brenneman

Security Federal Bank

Mr. and Mrs. Kurt A. Fichtner

Mrs. Gina Salatino – Red Barn Stables

Ms. Heidi L. Beaumont

Mr. Dudley Erb

FAMILY  
Ms. Charmaine E. Wilson 

   and Mr. Terence J. Voss

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Chew

Mr. and Mrs. Jack E. McElwee, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Watson

Mr. Paul Silva

Mr. and Mrs. F. Delano Knight

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce J. Eberhard

Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Harrington

Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Smith

Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Burke

Ms. Laura S. Witham

Mr. David Stinson

Ms. Sherry D. Lukens – Woodside Farm

Mr. Andrew R. Cox

Dr. David G. Karraker and 

   Ms. Emily K. Owens

Mrs. Edward I. Vought

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth J. Hofstetter

Mrs. James N. Shumacker

Dr. Taylor Garnett and Dr. Trip Buchanan

FRIEND  
Ms. Kara A. Casamassina

Mr. Thomas Wessel

Ms. Sarah Bridges

Ms. Julia D. Thieriot

Rev. and Mrs. Robert B. Hibbard

Ms. Ellen V. Fox

Ms. Marion C. Naifeh

Ms. Barbara A. Brown

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Preziosi

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Leader

Mr. Peter Munden

Ms. Patricia R. Hale

Dr. Susan L. Haverstock

2013
Aiken Land
Conservancy
Membership
Thank you
for supporting
our mission to 
preserve Aiken’s
natural heritage!

This newsletter is printed on 100% Recycled / 
100% FSC Content Green-e Certified, Green 
Seal Certified PCF paper stock.

When you finish reading your newsletter, please 
pass it along to a friend.

2013 donations will be in our Fall 
newsletter.  If you would like an updated 
membership list, please visit our website 
at www.conserveaiken.org

Donors who have continuously given over 
the past five years are notated in green.



Join us in
preserving

Detach form here

$50    Member

$250  Friend

$500  Supporter

$1,000  Patron

$5,000  Benefactor

Over $5,000
Steward

Donations to the 
Aiken Land Conservancy
are tax-deductible.

Please make checks payable to:

Aiken Land Conservancy

PO Box 3096
Aiken SC 29802

Secure on-line giving is now available at:
www.ConserveAiken.org

Name

Address

City                       State               Zip

Email address                   Phone

Aiken’s
natural
heritage.

Never doubt that a small group of thoughtfully 
committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it’s 
the only thing that ever has.

         - Margaret Mead
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