
The Aiken Land Conservancy (ALC) knows first-hand about the history of tree trimming in Aiken.  The magnificent 
oaks along Winthrop Polo Field, owned by ALC, have endured countless years of harsh cutting around the power 
lines on Mead Avenue.  “We would all gasp at how the trees looked after they were cut,” said Larry Comegys.  “The 
Board of Trustees decided that there has to be another solution – one that would protect the health of our trees.”
    ALC discovered that SCE&G offers a funding share program to cities to underground power lines.  “This is 
an important issue to everyone in the city and we decided to be the catalyst that could make undergrounding 
power lines a reality,” said Comegys. “We brought SCE&G and City Manager John Klimm together to discuss 
possibilities.”
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Welcome to the Summer edition of the Conservation Chronicle.
	 It has been a hot summer in Aiken and I think we are all looking forward 
to cooler temperatures.  The lazy summer days will soon come to an end as 
fall brings a beautiful change in seasons and a flurry of events – especially 
here in Aiken!
	 Aiken Land Conservancy (ALC) has many exciting events coming up 
this fall.  We are proud to partner with Aiken Equine Rescue to bring you an 
advanced screening of the anticipated movie, “Harry and Snowman” on Octo-
ber 21 and 22 at the Aiken Center for the Arts.  This wonderful documentary 
of Dutch immigrant Harry deLeyer and his horse Snowman will certainly 
capture your heart.  To reserve your seats, please visit our website, www.con-
serveaiken.org.  You won’t want to miss an opportunity to see this film before 
it is released on DVD – all while supporting two great causes!
	 The Signature Brunch at Katydid CDE returns on Sunday, November 
6th.  An exquisite brunch from Juniper’s in Ridge Spring is bound to bring 
the “foodies” in for gourmet fare and the best view of the North American 
Intermediate Combined Driving Championships.  Tickets will be available on 
our website, www.conserveaiken.org.  Proceeds benefit ALC, so reserve your 
table now! Katydid CDE event information can be found at www.katydidcde.
com.
	 The return of ALC’s famous Bloodies and Bagels will be held on Thanks-
giving morning on the lawn of the Aiken County Historical Museum.  We 
invite you to bring your friends and family as a prelude to the Blessing of 
the Hounds.  It is a great way to start the holiday and give thanks for Aiken’s 
open spaces.
	 In this edition, you will learn about our partnership with the City of 
Aiken to establish a tree program.  This is an important initiative for ALC to 
help our iconic trees stay healthy.  
	 I encourage you to renew your membership with us, and invite your 
family and friends interested in land conservation to join us also.  A strong 
membership base is the key for the ALC to succeed in protecting the land 
and character of Aiken County.
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Some of the most important achievements by land trusts to protect open space 
have been in partnership with public agencies and government.  Aiken Land 
Conservancy’s  partnerships include the 92 acre Boyd Pond Park (with Aiken 
County), a 64 acre parcel on Langley Pond (with Aiken County), the 132 acre 
Blackmon Tract (with the South Carolina Dept of Natural Resources), and the 
23 acre Carolina Bay Nature Reserve adjoining Odell Weeks Park (with the 
City of Aiken).
    Public/private partnerships can take many forms.  For example, last year 
Aiken Land Conservancy began working with the City of Aiken on an initiative 
to protect our trees.  We became concerned about trees in Aiken’s historic 
districts as we witnessed the destructive pruning of the heritage oaks adjoining 
Winthrop Field, a centerpiece to the historic winter colony and horse district.  
As we searched for ways to prevent this in the future, ALC identified a program 
offered by SCE&G to pay half of the cost of undergrounding power lines.  
ALC met with SCE&G and then introduced the program to the city.  The city 
embraced the concept and, subsequent to the May public meeting highlighted 
elsewhere in this newsletter, has entered into an agreement with SCE&G.  The 
city is now in the planning stages of a program to underground power lines that 
should become a long-term and significant plan to protect all of the iconic trees 
in the city and enhance Aiken’s beauty and quality of life.  In addition, the city 
is now considering ways to improve its overall tree program for the care and 
replacement of street trees and trees in other public spaces throughout the city.  
     Fulfilling Aiken Land Conservancy’s mission to “protect Aiken’s natural and 
historic resources” does take many forms.  It’s been a pleasure to work with the 
City of Aiken.

President’s
Report
Larry Comegys
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    Discussion and meetings prompted the city to hold an Underground Utility Workshop on May 12, 2016.  
About 50 residents gathered in the City Council chambers to learn more about the program.  John Klimm was 
joined by Scott Neely of SCE&G and Eric DeMoura, town administrator for Mount Pleasant.  DeMoura shared 
how Mount Pleasant took advantage of the program several years ago.
    The program offered by SCE&G is called “Non-Standard Service Fund”. It takes the franchise fee that 
SCE&G pays to the city each year and matches that amount dollar for dollar to build the fund.  Unless there 
is an active project, the money sits in the account for a period of five years, then must be forfeited.  The city of 
Aiken has never taken advantage of the fund. 
    “City Manager John Klimm, as well as Mayor Osbon, are on board to develop a long term program to 
underground power lines,” said Comegys.  “He understands that this is not only an aesthetic improvement, 
it will increase the reliability of the power lines in storms where we would normally lose power.”  ALC will 
continue to work with the city as the planning process begins.
    Along with the undergrounding program, the city is reviewing their overall tree program to identify ways to 
improve the care and maintenance of street trees and other public places.  This includes tree replanting and 
replacement as well identifying areas where new planting is needed.  ALC’s involvement, when we contacted 
the new city manager last year, was an outgrowth of the loss of the Maid Marion oak.  Its loss underscored not 
only the importance trees play in our quality of life, but it also identified the need for review and improvement 
of the tree program.  

Continued from page 1...
ALC Works with City of Aiken to Underground Power Lines and Establish a Tree Program
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“Rich and I are the very lucky beneficiaries of 
the foresight that Timmy Lyman had to preserve 
her land. She was one of the first in Aiken to put 
her property into conservation easement with 
Aiken Land Conservancy in 1994.     
    We never could have acquired the Lyman 
Preserve if it hadn’t been under conservation 
easement because the price would have been 
prohibitive.    We are sure that our 100+ acres 
just 10 minutes from downtown Aiken would 
now be a housing development similar to the 
ones that are adjacent to us in the map.
    The Lyman Preserve is a habitat for wild 
turkeys, deer, hawks, foxes and a myriad of 
other wonderful creatures.   Every spring, a pair 
of geese shows up to have their babies almost 
exactly on Mother’s Day.
    We feel so fortunate to have this beautiful 
property and we pledge to be good stewards to 
the land as Timmy Lyman had intended.”

Rich and Sara McNeil, 
Lyman Preserve
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Family Field Day at Camp Gravatt 
features Aiken Young  
Conservationist Program
Aiken Land Conservancy (ALC) and Camp Gravatt partnered to hold a 
Family Field Day for young conservationists and their families on April 17, 
2016.  Children were invited to participate in fun, outdoor activities while 
learning about the ALC’s Aiken Young Conservationist program.  The goal 
of the AYC program is to educate and inspire the next generation while giving 
them the tools to preserve our natural and historic resources so they, in turn, can 
leave a better world for future generations.
    Fourteen children attended the free program, and almost as many parents participated.  The main activities 
were “Living in Nature Creative Drawing” where children drew an imaginary animal that could survive in a 
Carolina Bay, and a Sparkleberry Trail Safari, during which they completed the Ecology Bingo challenge.  The 
weather was perfect and a fun time was had by all!  It is our hope to make this an annual event.
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Earlier this year, Langley Pond 
opened its new disc golf course, 
with 18 holes located throughout 
the park.  Mark van der Linden, 
the director of the Aiken County 
Parks, Recreation and Tourism 
Department, stated that this is a 
champion-level course, the only 
one in the area, and that it was 
built to “challenge the best of the 
best”.
    Already, the new disc golf 
course has attracted the attention 
of disc golf professionals, who 
see the course as a location for 
future tournaments.  Eventually, 
van der Linden expects to hold 
league games, tournaments and 
fundraising events.  “We’ve had 
people walk out here and say this 
course could potentially hold world 
championship-type tournaments,” 
van der Linden said.
    ALC’s involvement with Aiken 
County at Langley Pond goes back 
many years and has proven to be 
a very successful public-private 
partnership.  In 2006, the County 
wanted to expand the park and 
asked ALC to purchase a 64-acre 
parcel in the “upland portion”, 
then lease it back to the County.  
ALC was able to secure a grant of 
$648,800 from the South Carolina 
Conservation Bank to purchase 
the property, which is preserved 
under a conservation easement.  
The County owns the 285-acre 
pond and the remaining property 
at Langley Pond.

Championship Disc Golf Course 
Opens at Langley Pond 
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Sunday, January 15, 2017
at the NWTF’s new Palmetto Shooting Complex

For information and entry forms, please visit conserveaiken.org 
or call 1-855-ALC-LAND
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Woodside Farm, one of Aiken Land 
Conservancy’s long time business partners, 
caters to retired horses from all over 
the country.  Owner/caretaker Sherry 
Lukens has been in the horse business 
for over 50 years.  She moved to Aiken 
in 2007 and lives on the property.  Each 
horse’s individual needs are taken care 
of in a quiet, caring atmosphere.  Sherry 
customizes an inclusive program for 
feeding, grooming and other special needs 
for each horse to ensure its wellbeing.  
Monthly email reports, with photos of every horse, are sent to each owner so they can continue to be part of 
their horse’s life.  For further information, please contact Sherry Lukens at 803-644-7730.

Woodside Farm, 
Equine Retirement

Business Spotlight

Since 2001, the Bone-i-fide Bakery has been 
baking healthy and tasty dog treats, using 
proprietary recipes, at their facility in Aiken.  
Treats are baked daily using ingredients that 
are natural, healthy and delicious so that you 
can reward your pet for the unconditional 
love and companionship that you always 
receive.

The retail shop in downtown Aiken also sells specialty pet foods and accessories, including toys and leashes 
- providing high quality products for your pets that are not generally available in the “big box stores”.  The shop 
also offers a full service grooming facility – Heather and Melissa stand ready to bathe, clip, and pamper your 
best friend.   The staff is always customer-focused, where the customer is not you, but rather your precious pet!

Bone-i-fide is a family owned and operated business, and they take pride in caring for your pets as much as you 
do.  Visit them at 127 Laurens Street downtown.  803.646.3152 / theboneifidebakery.com

Bone-i-fide Bakery 
& Grooming
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LAND DONORS	
Mr. and Mrs. Paul H. Rosen		
Ms. Audrey Glenora Thomas	

ANNIVERSARY FUND ($50,000)	
Dr. Elizabeth Carey Gregory			 
			 
STEWARD ($10,000 and above)
Mr. and Mrs. Rob Johnston			 
Ms. Jacqueline L. Ohrstrom	 		
	
BENEFACTOR ($5,000 - $9,999) 
Ms. Katrina H. Becker		
Ms. Elizabeth D. Darden		
Ms. Hollister Houghton		
Ms. Wendy W. O’Brien		
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Roth		
Mr. and Mrs. David Samson		
Dr. Carlin B. Vickery and Mr.  James F. Capalino
				  
PATRON ($1,000 - $4,999)	 	
Aiken Spring Classic, LLC		
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence S. Comegys	
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth L. Connor	
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Dane		
Ms. Linda Donovan			 
Mr. and Mrs. Shepard Ellenberg	
Mr. and Mrs. Scott R. Ferguson		
Mr. and Mrs. Ted Gregory		
Mr. and Mrs. Henry S. Gurr		
Mr. and Mrs. David R. Hathaway	
Ms. Susanne K. Haslup		
Mr. Kirk Henckels and Ms. Fernanda Kellogg
Mr. and Mrs. William F. Henze II	
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hottensen Jr.	
Ms. Jennifer L. Matheson		
Mr. and Mrs. Richard P. McNeil		
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick O. J. Muzi	
Mr. and Mrs. Donald T. Nicolaisen	
Ms. Lydia L. Rose	
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Steen Smith	
Three Runs Plantation – Mr. Wayne Raiford
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Tucker			
		
SUPPORTER ($500 - $999)	 		
Ms. Dione Appleton			 
Mrs. Doris F. Baumgarten		
Bridgestone Americas Tire Operations	
Ms. Barbara Austin Brown		
Ms. Sharon M. Brown		
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Burke	 	
Mr. Wilkins Byrd			 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Giobbe		
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Gould		
Mr. and Mrs. George Hano		
Mrs. Dorothy Herbruck		
Mr. Michael Hosang			 
Ms. Ann L. Jones			 

Ms. Louise Leguizamon		
Mr. and Mrs. Michael McCormick	
Mr. and Mrs. Paul T. Rideout		
Ms. Irene J. Berzak Schoen		
Mr. and Mrs. Harry E. Shealy, Jr.	
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Simmons		
Mr. Frampton W. Toole III		
Dr. and Mrs. L. Dieter Voegele		
Mr. Jack Wetzel			 
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Wildasin		
Mr. and Mrs. George F. Wintersteen	 	
	
BUSINESS SPONSOR ($250)		
Woodside Farm - Ms. Sherry Lukens		
				  
FRIEND ($250 - $499)	 		
Ms. Janet Bocchichio			
Mr.Derrick Boddy			 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur M. Bremer		
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Byers		
Ms. Susan Cipolla			 
Ms. Judy L. Cunningham		
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Cunningham		
Mr. and Mrs. J. Hornor Davis IV	
Mr. Alan C. Decredico		
Mr. and Mrs. Frank DePrince		
Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. Fliflet	 	
Greater Aiken Chamber of Commerce	
Dr. Susan L. Haverstock		
Mr. Borge Hermansen and Ms. Janet Fram	
Mr. Don Houck and Ms. Sharer Dale	
Mr. and Mrs. Nick Kennedy		
Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Kent		
Mr. and Mrs. David King		
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Kurland	
Mr. Patrice Lamy and Ms. Karen Hodge	
Ms. Sherry Lukens	 		
Ms. Margaret B. Marion and Mr. Jim Sproull
Mr. and Mrs. Dan A. Mayfield	 	
Ms. Jill E. Nangeroni			
Ms. J. Summers Pendarvis		
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen R. Pearcy		
Mr. William W. Pidcoe, Jr.	 	
Portable Services, Inc. - Jan Bentley	
Ms. Katharine Powers		
Mr. Mark Reader			 
Ms. Gina P. Salatino	 		
Mr. and Mrs. Manfred Schach von Wittenau
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Scherphorn	
Mrs. Russell Schurtz			 
Ms. Cynthia Steinmetz		
Mr. Michael Stern			 
Mr. and Mrs. W. Bennett Tucker		
Ms. Barbara Uskup and Mr. Russell Dudley
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Viele		
Mr. and Mrs. Wolf von Teichman	
Mr. and Mrs. Doug Walker		
Ms. Janet Wertz	 		

2016
Aiken Land
Conservancy
Membership

Thank you
for supporting
our mission
to preserve
Aiken’s
natural
heritage!

This newsletter is printed on 100% Recycled / 
100% FSC Content Green-e Certified, Green 
Seal Certified PCF paper stock.

When you finish reading your newsletter, please 
pass it along to a friend.

If you would like an updated member-
ship list, please visit our website at www.
conserveaiken.org

Donors who have continuously given over 
the past five years are notated in green.

List includes 2015 and 2016 donations.
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Mr. William T. Wertz, Jr.		
Ms. Heidi White – R&G Associates	
Mr. Rick Wilson and Mr. David Trachtenber
Mrs. Elizabeth J. Witham	 	
Mr. Dikran Yapoujian		
Mr. and Mrs. George Zara		

FAMILY ($100 - $249)		
Ms. Pixie Baxter			 
Ms. Heidi L. Beaumont		
Mr. Gerald Blackwell			
Mr. Lain Bradford			 
Ms. Sarah Bridges			 
Drs. Robert and Carol Botsch		
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Briggs		
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Michael Brunson	
Mr. and Mrs. Latham C. Burns		
Mr. and Mrs. Cot Campbell		
Mrs. Edgar Cato			 
Mr. Thomas K. Coleman		
Mr. Kevin Concagh			 
Mrs. Alan L. Corey			 
Mr. Bennie G. Cox			 
Mr. Ralph S. Cryder and Ms. Marsha Luke	
Mr. James Cunningham		
Mr. John W. Dabney			 
Ms. Jane Crayton Davis		
Mr. Shane Doyle			 
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Eberhard	 	
Mr. and Mrs. Geoff Ellis - The Willcox	
Ms. Susan Elmore			 
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Emery		
Mr. Dudley Erb			 
Dr. and Mrs. Kurt Fichtner		
Ms. Nancy C. Francis		
Mr. Travis Garner - Broad Street Interiors	
Mr. James M. Gaver			 
Ms. Jean Godard			 
Mr. Wedig Grote			 
Mr. Kirby Hill			 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Hill		
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Homoki		
Dr. and Mrs. Ronald M. Hopkins	
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel R. Hunley		
Hutson-Etherredge Companies		
Mr. Raza Kazmi			 
Ms. Anne B. Kiser			 
Ms. Debra A. Knapp			
Mrs. Lucy Knowles and Mr. Martin Buckley
Mr. Anthony J. Koelker		
Mr. Evan Koelker			 
Ms. Rhonda M. Laverghetta		
Mrs. Kiki S. Lemmon		
Ms. Diane Linthacum		
Mr. and Mrs. Richard O. Mark		
Ms. Barbara Nelson	 		
Mr. and Mrs. Charles McConnell	

Ms. Linda McLean			 
Dr. and Mrs. Patrick McMenamin	
Mr. and Mrs. John Mead		
Ms. Sandra J. Meischen		
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Merritt		
Ms. Susanne Meyer			 
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Miller		
Mrs. William G. Mitsch, Jr.		
Ms. Cherie Mortiz and Mr. Tony Spence	
Ms. Marion C. Naifeh		
Ms. Helen Naylor			 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Newburn	
Mr. and Mrs. William G. Paschal	
Mr. and Mrs. James H. Peace		
Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Pexa		
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth E. Porter		
Mr. Bruce Prior			 
Mr. and Mrs. Eric M. Radford		
Mr. George B. Rawls	 		
Ms. Vicky Reardon			 
Mr. David Rees-Potter		
Ms. Jacqui Richie			 
Ms. Carol F. Ryder			 
Mr. Gary Smith and Ms. Helen Belencan	
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Springer		
Dr. Robert A. Stanton		
Ms. Deby Stewart			 
Mr. David Stinson			 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Strojan			 
Mr. Gary Swint			 
Mrs. Alexandra S. Thomas		
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Thomas, Jr.		
Mr. and Mrs. Rolf Turnquist		
Mr. Joseph H. Vaillancourt		
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Vaughters		
Dr. Daniel Venner			 
Mr. and Mrs. Bradford Walker		
Mr. and Mrs. Frederic Winthrop		
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Wood	 	
Mr. and Mrs. Phil Woolhiser		
Mr. Robert Wunder			 
Mr. and Mrs. Jesse C. Young			 

MEMBER ($50 - $99)		
Aiken County Farm Supply - Pace Kneece	
Mr. Michael Anaclerio		
Mr. and Mrs. Kiempe Andringa		
Mr. and Mrs. Wade M. Brodie		
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Burke	 	
Ms. Judith Chamberlain			 
Mrs. Bernadette Clayton		
Mr. Charles Combier			
Ms. Courtney Conger			
Ms. Kathleen J. Cunningham	 	
Mr. William M. Cunningham		
Ms. Harriet Delaney	 		
Ms. Ellen V. Fox			 

Mr. Curt Garner			 
Mr. Gary E. Gumingo		
Mr. and Mrs. James Hammond	 	
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Hammond-Beyer	
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Harkins		
Ms. Elisabeth W. Harpham		
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Harrington	
Mr. and Mrs. Willie Hartnett		
Mr. and Mrs. David Hayes		
Ms. Delina Hickey and Mr. David Andrews
Ms. Lynda S. Hill			 
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth J. Hofstetter		
Mr. Larry Holley	 		
Mr. Bruce C. Jarzmik			
Ms. Priscilla Jordan			 
Mr. and Mrs. David S. Keisler, Jr.	
Mr. Richard H. Koblin		
Mr. R. Scot Kraeuter			
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Krasner		
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Leader	 	
Ms. Wendy Lewis			 
Ms. Michelle Mabbs			 
Mr. Andrew C. Marine		
Ms. Helen R. Marine			
Mr. and Mrs. Stewart D. Maurice	
Mrs. Rosamond McDuffie		
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis McGurer		
Ms. Louise Mellon			 
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Mitchell		
Ltc. And Mrs. Robert E. Moore	 	
Ms. Kiki Murphy			 
Dr. and Mrs, Lucien Papouchado	
Ms. Mary Payne-Caldwell		
Ms. Judith Portmann		 	
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Purvis		
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis C. Quinn		
Mr. and Mrs. John R. T. Reeves			 
Ms. Nancy R. Riccione			 
Mr. Arthur W. (Buzz) Rich		
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Segura			 
Ms. Deborah J. Snyder		
Ms. Susan Sorenyi-Sander		
Dr. Joseph D. Spencer		
Ms. Mary Stangel			 
Mr. Todd Stilp			 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Stoddard	 	
Ms. Christina Thompson		
Mrs. Lucy Tower			 
Mrs. Evelyn K. Vought		
Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Wade		
Ms. Nannie Von Stade Ward		
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Watson	 	
Dr. and Mrs. Boyd Wiedenman		
Ms. Laura Witham			 
Ms. Anna W. Zouck	



Join us in
preserving

Detach form here

$50        Member

$100      Family

$250      Friend

$500      Supporter

$1,000   Patron

$5,000   Benefactor

$10,000 Steward

Please make checks payable to:

Aiken Land Conservancy
PO Box 3096
Aiken SC 29802

Secure on-line giving is now available at:
www.ConserveAiken.org

Donations to the Aiken Land Conservancy
are tax-deductible.

Name

Address

City    				                   State    				           Zip

Email address    								               Phone

Aiken’s
natural
heritage.

One Touch of nature makes 
the whole world kin.

                      ~ William Shakespeare
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